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Thorpe End Preschool (Teddies)

Registered Charity No. 1035130

Information Sheet for Little Teddies

Opening Times

Monday afternoon 1.00pm – 2.30pm
The sessions are run by preschool staff, who are available throughout the sessions for help and guidance. All children are accompanied by their parent/legal guardian/carer.
Purpose of the Group

The aim of the Little Teddies playgroup is to provide a safe, secure and welcoming environment in order for children to explore the wide range of equipment, toys, books, puzzles and activities available. With the help and support of their parent/legal guardian/carer by their side, the children are able to develop their social, playing and sharing skills, leading to greater independence and confidence building. Our experience has shown that attending Little Teddies assists the children in making the transition to preschool a smooth one. Children will usually move on to preschool, without an accompanying adult, at the age of three, depending on spaces available. This is not an automatic transition. Children's names need to be placed on the waiting list for the preschool if you so wish.

Structure of the Sessions

Each child will have a named teddy which will be set out in the entrance foyer. The children should find their teddy and post it in the post box next to the door in the main hall.

The room will be set out with various play equipment, toys and activities. These will usually include a painting/gluing or construction activity. We have a wide range of books, puzzles drawing equipment etc for all stages of development to use, and have access to a secure outside area for water play /physical play, weather permitting.

We ask everyone to bring a piece of fruit each week so we can share it out between the children at snack time.

The session will take the following format:

1pm arrive and post teddy





Free Play





Drink and snack*




Group singing / music





Session ends
 2.30pm
* We expect the children to sit together at a table whilst they have their drink (milk/water) and snack (fruit).    At this point parents/legal guardians/carers can enjoy a coffee or tea!

Parent/Carer/Legal Guardian Responsibilities
We would emphasise that it is the parent/carer/legal guardian’s responsibility to supervise their children on the session activities as planned and provided by the playgroup staff. The staff are on hand to assist and guide you and also to get to know the children and provide a link for when they move up to Teddies Preschool.

Group activities are included within the session as it is important that the children learn to participate in such groups wherever possible. We appreciate that children of this age group are easily distracted and therefore if you feel your child is unable to participate, please remove them from the area for a while, in order that other children are not disturbed.

Please encourage your child to help clear away the toys and activities, before washing their hands and sitting down for their snack. The staff are also grateful for assistance at snack time, such as handing out the cups and plates and helping pass round fruit platters.
Please also check the notice board regularly. You never know ‑ there may be something to interest you!

Fundraising

Both Little Teddies and Teddies Preschool are dependant on funds raised by parents/carers to ensure that equipment and toys can be updated/replaced regularly. We would therefore ask you to be actively involved in our fundraising events where possible.

Newsletters
We regularly send out newsletters to give details of all forthcoming activities and events planned for the group.

Committee Meetings

We are pleased to invite you to our Committee meetings, where decisions on how the group is run are made. Your views, suggestions and ideas are needed and always welcomed for the continued successful managing of the group. Details of dates and times of meetings are posted on the Preschool Notice Board situated in the main foyer.

Contact Numbers

Admissions/Waiting List Queries:
Carly Everett
01603 431900

carlyeverett@sky.com
